Abstract:

 

America Libre: a study on free-lover active female anarchist's love story.
 

Argentina, 1931: the last embers of Argentinian "anarchism of action" were extinguished with the death of Severino Di Giovanni. His comrade and lover, América Scarfó, was not allowed to witness the execution by firing squad that murdered Severino along with her own brother. Three years before, she stood alone defending the cause of Free Love and Amorous Comradeship in a letter addressed to Emil Armand, facing the disapproving attacks launched against Di Giovanni's morals from within the anarchist movement - he was 10 years older than her and married. Why is it that even today America Scarfo cannot be considered as an active anarchist in her own right rather than just "the underaged lover of Severino"? What is this that is being reproduced when the agency of an individual becomes invisible, lost in the manichean narrative of young victim vs immoral victimiser? We study the love story of Scarfó and Di Giovanni not only to vindicate the figure of a female activist who has become hidden by official writing of anarchism and feminism. But also in order to approach critically the question of the autonomy of the insurrectional subject, from the starting point of an analysis of sexualities as revolutionary praxis in a past era of Argentinian anarchism; and to examine the matrix of intelligibility that enables us to read the capacity of an individual beyond the limits that the state imposes through the determination of legal majority, and the attendant restrictions on the free use of bodies by their owners.
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