Quatrième séance : vendredi 6 octobre, 14 heure
Same-Sex Marriage and Socialism 
Convener : Gert Hekma, university of Amsterdam
In the eighteenth century, sodomites celebrated mock-marriages. Since the first beginnings of the gay movement, uranians considered the possibility of same-sex marriage. So did German Karl-Heinrich Ulrichs in the 1860s a nd Swedish philosopher Pontus Wikner in the 1870s. US One Magazine asked in 1953 the question of homosexual marriage. In the 1960s, a radical queer movement coincided with a revival of revolutionary socialisms and of debates on the access to free pleasures. The gay movement of that time opposed the existing social and moral order, including marriage, which was considered to be bourgeois, conformist, sexist and restraining free sex. The queer radicals paved the way for more reformist homosexuals who played the political game of sexual politics with a reformist left and a liberal right. It resulted in demands for marriage and legal rights regarding posterity for gay and lesbian couples. Socialists reacted to these demands in very different ways : radicals regretting these claims because they were so conformist, reformists supporting them out of solidarity and because of ideals of equality, and traditional socialists opposing them out of outmoded beliefs in family, heterosexuality and reproduction. In countries with leftist/liberal governments, rights of marriage and adoption have now been extended to gay and lesbian couples, or something similar but less developed. The papers we will discuss this afternoon, have in general a critical perspective on same-sex marriage. We open with Pablo Ben's background how socialists looked at marriage and queers around 1900 in Argentina, and jump to the present with Raquel Platero's study of socialists and same-sex marriage in Spain and David Paternotte's study of the same topic for Belgium. We continue with Marc Dell'Omodarme on the "subaltern marriage", Peter Drucker on same-sex marriage and the neoliberal agenda, David Thorstad on marriage, marketing and tailending. We end with our honored guest Rene Scherer who celebrates the "just marrieds".

