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Spain has entered the political debates and the international media hand in hand with Canada, Belgium and Holland by promoting same sex marriage in June 2005. There are a number of factors that have made this possible: lgtb organizations that fight for marriage have been good agenda setters and able to lobby with political parties making use of political polarities. Also, both the international influence of other countries willing to regulate gay and lesbian rights, as well as the legitimation granted by the EU framework on equality, have been relevant. 

Some activists have been co-opted by political parties, for the first time we have seen gay and lesbian politicians being open about their sexuality and incarnate the demands for gay marriage. Both the left wing party (Izquierda Unida, IU) and the Socialist Party (Partido Socialista Obrero Español, PSOE) have played a key role: IU has pushed the most inclusive proposals: both partnership and marriage rights, whereas the PSOE has only promoted gay marriage. All political parties have had to elaborate their opinions about of gay and lesbian rights, making different proposals: in the national elections 2004 all political parties but one (PNV) had some proposals concerning gay and lesbians. 

The colour of the party matters, not only by choosing one strategy or the other, but also by defining and constructing the problem that they intend to resolve, involving different social actors. In this sense, the firstly ambiguous socialist standpoint and latter committed with marriage (also with violence against women, the exit of Spanish troops of Iraq, disability rights, Spanish Sign Language recognition, dependent people’s rights, and lastly transsexual rights etc) has made a difference in the Spanish equality agenda. 

Most of the previous debates on gay and lesbian rights have been a response to the most reactionary views on gays and lesbians, represented by the Catholic Church and the conservative parties.  The debates on gay and lesbian rights have not been a source of exchange of ideas on new forms of families, individual rights, etc. but a fight back against conservatism, lacking of the feminist and queer critiques on marriage. Gay marriage has been debated in terms of the adequacy of gays and lesbians as parents, the “difference” of gays and lesbians to “normal” people, the stereotypes of gays as promiscuous and paedophile. This representation portrays lgtb problems and same sex marriage as male (middle class, urban, non disabled, etc).

Gay marriage is at least twofold: it means the conquest of formal equality and a challenge to gain real equality, following the trend of feminism that teaches us that the jure equality and legislation is not enough. Once it is gained, we have to see if the regulation of gay marriage has an indirect impact of endo-discrimination, making lesbians go back to the representation of wives and mothers, forget other relevant problems such as discrimination in the workplace, etc. or does it become an open door for further lgtb rights. 

In order to research the different discourses around same sex marriage (1995-2005) I will use the methodology developed by the MAGEEQ Research Team, using the theories of policy frame analysis (Rein, Shown, Verloo among others) and representation and gender (Bacchi).

The findings show that there are three main policy frames representing gay marriage: the first presents gay rights as a special sort of policies. The second framing shows gay people and their rights as “different” and therefore in need of limited policies that prevent them from abusing “normal” people’s rights. The third and latter frame includes gays and lesbian rights as a matter of equality, with different emphasis: citizenship, human rights and formal equality. Finally I will be presenting some findings but also some questions regarding impact of gay marriage and the future of equality policies as well as the (ex)inclusion of lesbians and non normative sexualities. 

