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'The Woman on the turning point'. The Historical Context of the Fictional Works of Aleksandra Kollontaj.
Aleksandra Kollontaj (1872-1952) dedicated her life to a socialist revolution that should also liberate women. As the people's commissar for social welfare after the Russian Revolution in 1917, Kollontaj managed to put some of her theoretical ideas into practice: she founded a center for mother and child protection, and influenced the first revolutionary decrees, e. g. on the equality of the sexes. Kollontaj planned the women's department, the so-called ženotdel, which was established in 1919, and she became its second head in 1920. Dismissed in 1922 for political reasons and replaced by a tame successor, Kollontaj realized that her vision of the „new woman” in socialism was at stake. The women's department was transformed into a propaganda apparatus of the party. The revolution had failed to liberate women – they remained in their life style and habits (byt') within the traditional patterns and relationships of material and emotional dependence on men.

As one of the leaders of the worker's opposition, Kollontaj critized Lenin's New Economic Policy (NĖP) and demanded the empowerment of the 'proletariat', freedom of speech within the party, and a radical break with the 'bourgeois' past. Lenin won the battle over the role of the trade unions, fractions within the party were forbidden. Kollontaj lost all of her political positions. Almost expelled of the party, Kollontaj gave in and abandoned her oppositional involvement. It was in this deep crisis that Kollontaj – silenced in public – wrote her fictional works which are popular versions of her theoretical works. In additon to that, they imply the call for the continuation of the revolutionary struggle, but the addressees are women.

In my paper, I will present the theoretical ideas inherent in Kollontajs fiction, as well as its political message. The results of this analysis are then to be contrasted with the contemporary reading of the literary works in the 1920s: misinterpreted by the propaganda, aimed against the popularity and influence Kollontaj had at that time, her fiction soon became notorious for the so-called „glass-of-water-theory”, Kollontaj had actually never advocated. While Kollontaj's fictional works were banned and forgotten in the Soviet Union, Western Feminists rediscovered and re-read them in the late 1970s. In historiography, however, Kollontaj is ridiculed and underestimated for her political achievements until today, still based on the sexist judgements of her contemporary political opponents.
Philippa Hetherington
Zinaida Gippius and Vyliublennost:  An Early Modernist’s Sexual Revolution

Zinaida Gippius, a central figure in the late nineteenth century Russian avant garde Intelligentsia, was well known for her sexually dissident politics whereby she propagated a philosophy of gender indeterminism that rejected biological conceptualisations of gender and sexuality.  This characteristic of Gippius' life and literary work has been the focus of increased academic attention in recent years, particularly by literary scholars such as Olga Matich and Jenifer Presto (although more rarely by cultural or intellectual historians of the Russian fin de siècle.)

What has been far less widely documented in the secondary literature is Gippius' vociferous advocacy of revolution in Russia in the early twentieth century, and her formulation of a unique (proto-socialist) philosophy of sexual revolution, disseminated through political tracts such as La Tsar et la Revolution(1905) and her journal Novyi Put (The New Way) (1903-1908).  Many studies of Gippius’ philosophy, such as Temira Pachmuss’ Zinaida Hippius: An Intellectual Profile and Matich’s Erotic Utopia: The Decadent Imagination in Fin de Siècle Russia do not consider Gippius' political program in depth, and therefore fail to highlight the extent to which Gippius' utopian vision was one premised on revolutionary change.
   More broadly, the historiography on sexual revolution in early twentieth century Russia overwhelmingly focuses on the philosophies of liberal and socialist feminism, and philosophies of revolutionary change in sexual relations which fail to fall into these two normative paradigms are largely ignored or dismissed as irrelevant.  This tendency is epitomised in Richard Stites’ The Women’s Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism, Bolshevism, 1860-1930 and Linda Edmondson’s Feminism in Russia, 1900-1917.
  This dichotomous picture obscures the extent to which, in early twentieth century Russia, many competing discourses of sexual revolution occupied the rhetorical space of political and social debate, and the philosophical landscape of sexual revolutionary discourse was much more kaleidoscopic than Stites or Edmondson would suggest.  An examination of Gippius’ philosophy of sexual revolution can help us to gain a more complete and nuanced understanding of questions around radical change in sexual relations in the period prior to 1917, and of the many ways in which people conceptualised sexual revolution in the period. 

For Gippius, a personal emphasis on sexual freedom and gender equality was, in fact, a primary motivating factor in her involvement in revolutionary theorising, through which she was able to project her personal rebellion against biological determinism and heteronormativity onto a vision for the utopian transformation of society.  In the early twentieth century, and in particular after the 1905 Russian revolution, Gippius was involved in debates among emigre Russian Socialist Revolutionaries in Paris, where she lived between 1905 and 1908, about the relative merits of communitarian socialism and the ethics of revolutionary terrorism .  Unlike her Socialist Revolutionary friends, Gippius' projected revolution was not to be a secular one.  Deeply religious, for her the revolution leading to the development of a utopian society was to incorporate spiritual, as well as social and political, transformation.  Central to this spiritual transformation was Gippius' concept of vyliublennost or holy erotic love, whereby all erotic love, homosexual, heterosexual or other, was to be sanctified and thus permissible in the future utopian society. The development of this society, which would see the dissolution of opposition between individuals through the initiation of a Christian proto-socialism, would also bring about the dissolution of binary opposition between men and women, which Gippius saw as a socially constructed, rather than essential, opposition.

My paper will take Gippius' life and work between 1890 and 1917 as a historical site and set of texts that enables the exploration of a number of questions regarding the development of sexual subjectivity in turn of the century Russia, and in doing so will examine three main issues in Gippius' (sexual) revolutionary philosophy.  First, it will look at the ways in which Gippius conceptualised sexuality and gender, how she conceptualised revolution, and how she understood the interplay between these concepts, focusing specifically on her concept of vyliublennost.  Second, it will examine the extent to which these conceptualisations influenced or interacted with her utopian revolutionary program.  Finally, it will ask what this may tell us about discourses of sexuality and gender, and discourses of revolution, in fin de siècle Russia. In attempting to examine these issues, I will trace the fundamental continuity between Gippius' anti-biological doctrine of gender and sexual indeterminacy and the revolutionary discourse she developed after 1905, which was as much a program for sexual freedom and gender equality as it was one for political transformation.  

Laurence Davis, Dublin, Ireland

“Love and Revolution in Ursula K. Le Guin’s Story Suite Four Ways to Forgiveness”

What do love and revolution have to do with each other? If one were to pose this question at the present time to a random cross-section of people, the answer would almost certainly be "very little". Self-proclaimed revolutionaries, too, have by and large tended to overlook the connections between love and revolution. While Sheila Rowbotham quite rightly observes that “despite denunciation from outside and attempts at exorcism from within, the idea of revolution and the idea of freedom in love have enjoyed a remarkably deep and long lasting relationship”, Ulrike Heider is also correct when she points out that “the history of social movements knows but few attempts to revolutionise both society and the individual simultaneously…”

When people think about love, they normally think of something essentially insular and private, a mixture of sexual attraction and day-to-day caring about another person that tends to detach the individuals concerned from wider social circumstances. One of the characters in a Raymond Carver short story expresses this popular understanding of the term quite nicely when he says, "You know the kind of love I'm talking about now. Physical love, that impulse that drives you to someone special, as well as love of the other person's being, his or her essence, as it were. Carnal love and, well, call it sentimental love, the day-to-day caring about the person." 

When people think about revolution, they tend to think of a form of governmental change through violence. Many dictionary definitions reflect this common understanding of the term. Michael Kimmel quotes one such definition in a relatively recent sociological study of revolutions: "the Oxford English Dictionary defines revolution as 'A complete overthrow of the established government in any country or state by those who were previously subject to it; a forcible substitution of a new ruler or form of government.' This definition implies that revolutions take place on the political level, involving government and rulers, and that they must be 'complete' and successful in order to count as revolutions. It also equates the imposition of a new ruler with a revolutionary transformation of society." 

From this perspective, the gap between love and revolution appears to be unbridgeable. Love is exclusively private and personal, while revolution is entirely public and political. Love is the prerogative of two people absorbed in their relationship with one another, while revolution is the job of professional revolutionaries bent on the violent overthrow of government.

Inspired in part by the anarchist, pacifist, black feminist and radical anti-slavery traditions, Le Guin's almost entirely neglected "story suite" Four Ways to Forgiveness (1995) challenges such commonplace assumptions about love and revolution, and shows us that they may be far more closely intertwined than we imagine. My aims in this "Revolutions and Sexualities” conference paper are to elucidate this aspect of the narrative, draw out its anarchist dimensions, and consider briefly its possible radical political implications for our contemporary world.

Lauren Kaminsky, PhD Candidate, History Department, New York University
Liberty, Equality, Alimony: Utopian Visions of Private Life in the Soviet Union under Stalin

The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 inaugurated the upheaval of preexisting political and economic systems as well as conventional sexual and social relations. This monumental political revolution ushered in the first sexual revolution, borne of communal apartments, kitchens and nurseries with the aim of freeing women from “household slavery.” By introducing to the world a new man, a new woman, a new morality, and a new family, early Soviet leaders sought to preserve mutual dependence and responsibility within the family while encouraging supposedly archaic nuclear family strictures to “wither away.” 
This paper will examine alimony, a particularly revolutionary mechanism of Soviet family policy, from its utopian beginnings to the popular backlash against the power it seemed to grant single mothers at the expense of the “healthy” nuclear family. Ultimately, women who opposed the radical re-imagination of family and morality spearheaded the backlash against alimony
and other seemingly pro-woman initiatives of the early Soviet sexual revolution. By tracing the theory and practice of alimony in the Soviet Union, this paper will show how and why the utopian idealism of the 1920s gave way to disillusionment in the 1930s and a calcification of traditional gender roles in the 1940s.
Using alimony as a lens through which to examine the Stalin period illuminates a central paradox of sexual revolution: while private life may be the most individualized mode of political action, it is also the least susceptible to radical revolutionary transformations. This paper will use the example of the failed early Soviet sexual revolution to demand a reevaluation of the role of private life in sexual and political revolutions.
Philippe Chassaigne, 

Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, University of Tours, France

“The French gay militant movement between Revolution and Reformism, 1971-1981”
The aim of this paper is to assess the political positioning of the French gay militant movement during the 1970s decade. It emerged in the wake of the May 1968 events, and suffered difficult times before asserting itself in the very last part of the decade. It was heavily influenced by the left-wing ideology of the student revolution, leading to some aping of its incendiary rhetoric, but at the same time facing discrimination and rejection from self-styled ‘serious’ specialists of agitprop, as well as judicial harassment from the State. In 1980-1, with the impending French presidential election at hand, this militant movement, then seriously organized behind the monthly magazine Gai Pied (first published in 1979), had to decide whether to go into the field of party politics and support the Socialist Party candidate (François Mitterrand), or to cling to its left-wing stance. 

The paper will map out these changes and evolutions. One of its strong points is to rely on an exclusive archive: the very early issues of Gai Pied (1979-81), which are very difficult to find today.
Kathryn Tomasek, Wheaton College, Massachusetts
Women, Liberal Individualism, and Revolution: Charles Fourier's Nouveau Monde Amoureux_ in 1968

One of my favorite jokes concerns university professors who find themselves debating whether sex is work or play.  Unable to reach a conclusion, they ask a graduate student, and she responds, “Obviously, sex is play.  If it were work, you would make us do it."

I have been reminded of this joke by recent articles, one in the _New Yorker_ magazine and the other in the _Chronicle of Higher Education_, which make jokes about university professors and what, for lack of a better word, could be called "conference sex."  Critic Laura Kipnis used her musings on the relationship between academic conferences and sex in her 2003 book _Against Love_, in which she presented an entertaining marxian analysis of contemporary American ideas about intimacy, claiming that we have turned "love" into "work."  I am inclined to remark certain significant similarities between the work of Kipnis and that of eighteenth-century French social theorist Charles Fourier, who thought that universal Harmony would include new ideas about love and work, reorganizing both in such a way that women and men, treated as individual members of their phalanxes, could at the same time realize their own passions and contribute to the social good of all.
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This year is the fortieth anniversary of the publication of Fourier's ideas about sex and love in Harmony.  The seventh volume of the Anthropos edition of Fourier's works marked the first publication of a text that Fourier had found too controversial for publication during his lifetime.

This paper discusses the 1967 edition of _Le nouveau monde amoureux_ as an artifact of the intersections between political revolution and public discourse regarding sexuality.  It includes an appreciation of Fourier's playful treatment of sexuality as well as analysis of the Fourier's place at the juncture of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century notions about women, men, and individualism.  How, it asks, did twentieth-century readers respond to this text?  What does the text and its reception reveal about changing relationships between sex and politics in Europe and the United States?  What might these revelations contribute to cultural studies of the sort represented by Kipnis in _Against Love_?
David A. Shafer, J.D., Ph.D.,
Associate Professor, Modern and Contemporary European  History,
Hermaphrodites, Deviants, and Sociopaths: Were these the Communards of 1871

During the nineteenth century, “Marianne” became the ubiquitous image representing republican France. Portrayed in ethereal terms, Marianne abstractly symbolized republican virtue and embodied maternal instincts and sexualized vulnerability, attributes associated with the feminine ideal. Whereas the maternal situated the republic as the mother of French citizens, Marianne’s vulnerability made her (or the republic) an object of male desire and implied a devotional obligation to the republic.

Against the backdrop of the Franco-Prussian War and Paris’s besiegement by the Prussian army, and as schisms within republicanism resurfaced between moderate and socialist republicans, Marianne took on  more highly charged meanings. The recriminations expressed during the autumn and winter of 1870-71 served as the prelude to the declaration of the Paris Commune in March 1871 and the ensuing war against Paris, and much of the imagery focused on competing conceptualizations of Marianne.

This paper will examine the use of visual female allegories, with specific emphasis on the image charged with sexual themes; but it will also extend its coverage to the Commune’s approach to sexuality. In employing female imagery, republicans on both sides of the ideological divide reified conventional understandings of morality, in general, and gender constructs, in particular. Women’s participation in the defense of the Commune became, in anti-communard illustrations a trope for connecting women’s presence in the public space with the desexualized and aberrant republic to which they adhered. On the other hand, though the Commune represented itself as a regenerative revolution challenging the cultural norms of bourgeois hegemony, with the exception of the recognition of “free union” marriages, little was done to counter conventional gender constructs or to reinterpret sexual relationships in the private space.

Carrie Hamilton, School of Arts, Roehampton University                                                   

 Revolution and sexual respectability in Cuba 

Sex has been a troubled topic for the Cuban Revolution since its triumph in 1959. Far from resting solely on rational political analysis and proposals for the transformation of Cuban society, the success of the Revolution of 1959 depended as well on the emotional attachment of citizens to both the ideals of the Revolution and the Revolution’s leaders. Moreover, numerous studies and popular representations have shown how sexuality, and in particular ideas of sexual respectability, helped define revolutionary values and practices during the 1960s and 1970s and beyond. In particular, scholars have argued that sexuality -  along with race, class and gender - has been important to the formation of Cuban political identity since 1959, serving to legitimate the power of a predominantly white, male, heterosexual elite. 

Ideas and ideals of sexual conduct have played an important role in defining the social and political aims of the Cuban revolution and the characteristics of the ideal revolutionary, defining certain constituents, most notably female sex workers and male homosexuals, as undesirables in need of rehabilitation. In the 1960s and 1970s, purges of perceived sexual deviants became a cornerstone of the rupture with the pre-revolutionary past, which was associated with American decadence, capitalism and imperialism, and the construction of and commitment to a unified, public revolutionary culture.

Drawing on a unique body of oral history interviews conducted as part of the ‘Memories of Cuban Revolution’ project,* this paper looks at the ways in which oral history interviews intersect with official revolutionary discourses around love, sex and revolution. The paper explores the meanings of sexual respectability in both official revolutionary discourse and in narrators’ memories of the early years of the revolution, and argues that traces of this discourse remain in discussions of what constitutes acceptable behaviour in the twenty-first century, especially in relation to ideas of the ‘private’, the ‘public’ and home.   

*The ‘Memories of the Revolution’ oral history project is based jointly at the University of Southampton and CENESEX (National Centre for Sexual Education) in Havana, Cuba. Directed by Professor Elizabeth Dore at the University of Southampton, the project incorporates a group of researchers from Cuba and the UK. Between 2004 and 2006, the interview team conducted about 100 interviews with Cubans living inside Cuba, focusing on narrators’ memories of different aspects of Cuban life since 1959 (including gender, race and class relations, religion and sexuality).

Carrie Hamilton teaches Spanish and History at. Her research interests include cultural memory, oral history, gender history, the history of sexuality, feminist and queer theory, and women’s political activism, all in relation to Spain and Latin America. She has published a book and articles on the history of women and radical Basque nationalism and is currently writing a book on sexual politics and oral history in Cuba. 

Stanley, John
Sex and Solidarity: Poland's asexual revolution.

Although revolutions, such as those in France and Russia, result in overturning sexual mores.  Poland's revolutionary events of the 1980s did not result in a sexual revolution.  Solidarity, the most important force for revolutionary change during this period, focussed on political and economic change while ignoring most sexual issues.  The reasons for this aproach lay in the movement's origins and the influence of the Roman Catholic Church, one of Solidarity's most important allies. The paper explores the origins of Solidarity, the sexual history of People's Poland, and the impact of the changes of 1989 on sexual life in Poland
Liora Hendelman-Baavur, Tel Aviv University

The Crisis of Sexuality in Pre-Revolutionary Iran 

On a winter evening in 1966, a professor at Tehran University Faculty of Theology named Mortzata Motahhari received an urgent phone call. On the other end of the line he could hear the anxious voice of Shaykh Muhammad Taqi Falsafi, a member of the Iranian-Shi'i secret society, the Hojjatiyeh. Falsafi was extremely disturbed over a series of articles published at that time by Iran's leading commercial magazine Zan-i Rouz ("the Modern Woman"). The Western oriented woman's magazine was promoting a massive campaign to improve women's legal rights in cases of divorce, child custody, and polygamy. For that purpose, the magazine gathered four leading intellectuals to draft recommendations on civil code reform and requested that the magazine's readers vote in favor or against the suggested amendments (this initiative eventually lead to the enactment of the Family Protection Law in 1967). Since the Hojjatiyeh members found the magazine's policy to be arbitrary and the suggested amendments opposed to the spirit of the Qur’an, Falsafi challenged Motahhari to address the magazine on behalf of Islamic ordinance. Following Motahhari's comprehensive appeal to Zan-i Rouz's editors, they decided to give him a weekly column in the most popular magazine in Iran. 


With the over throw of the Pahlavi monarchy in 1979 and the establishment of the Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini, Motahhari's Zan-i Rouz column from the 1960s, came to shape the discourse on sexuality and the gender ideology of the theocratic regime in Iran. 


By exploring the episode of Ayatollah Motahhari and Zan-i Rouz, this presentation aims to unveil the discourse of sexuality in Iran, which is at the heart of Islamic perceptions of social order. It also explores different ways in which the Islamic discourse on sexuality was popularized through commercial magazines in pre-revolutionary Iran. Being that this topic has not been thoroughly researched in the Iranian context, this paper will serve to further investigate the discourse of sexuality, through other mediums of mass communication (radio, television, and internet) in post-revolutionary Iran. 

Kate Davison

‘They should all be sent to Siberia!’: Homosexuality, National Security and the

Communist Party of Australia during the Cold War

In the two decades following the Second World War, the Australian Security Intelligence

Organisation and Government drew a deliberate connection between homosexuality and

communist espionage. The connection was explained through the discourse of ‘national

security’, taking a lead from the United States and Britain in a campaign to ban homosexuals

from areas of Government employment. The link was justified officially on the grounds of

homosexuals’ susceptibility to blackmail, but there were far more ideological concerns. These

included the idea that both homosexuals and communists were national traitors – they were

simultaneously pathologised as untrustworthy. Through the linking of individual character with

national character and the emphasis on homosexuality as a ‘serious character defect’

homosexuality and communism were likewise constructed not only as ‘security risks’, but as a

potential defect in the Australian character. Yet the recollections of those who lived through

the period undermine the government’s casting of these two ‘menaces’ as synonymous, and

also reveal an atmosphere of extreme homophobia within the Communist Party itself equal to

that of the State. The CPA’s adherence to Stalinism, which had seen the revoking of the

progressive sexual reforms won during the 1917 Russian revolution, mirrored the Australian

State’s intolerance of homosexuality in its anxieties about security, blackmail, espionage and

character weaknesses.

Ofra Koffman, PhD candidate, Sociology Department, Goldsmiths College

The figure of the sexually liberated ‘teenager’ was a prominent feature of public discussion of the ‘sexual revolution’ taking place during the 1960s. In this paper I explore the rise of governmental pre-occupation with ‘teenage sex’ in Britain during the late 1950s and early 1960s. I focus on examining moral welfare work, governemental and professional publications and focusing in particular on the work of the London County Council. Drawing on these sources I chart the spread of governmental network around the sexually active adolescent.  I propose that three key figures were at the forefront of governmental concern with sexually active teenagers:  the ‘promiscuous adolescent’, the ‘young unmarried mother’ and the ‘adolescent affected by venereal disease’. The anxieties regarding these ‘teenagers’ permeated governmental, professional and public discussions at the time. However, an examination of the statistical data reveals that this concern was not justified. I therefore conclude that in order to understand the problematisation of ‘teenage sex’ it is necessary to take into account the unique position of the figure of the ‘teenager’ in British society during the late 1950s and early 1960s.  

Liene Ozolina

Disputing Homosexuality in the Post-Soviet Latvia: Quest for Normality

Over the last three years, homosexuality and gay rights have gained particular salience in the Latvian public sphere. The organization of gay parades in the summer of 2005 and 2006 and legislation amendments regarding anti-discrimination norms on the basis of one’s sexual orientation have earned special attention in the society and caused vehement debates and harsh opposing opinions regarding gays and lesbians among politicians, media and general public. The heated and polarized atmosphere, somewhat disproportional to the scale of the actual events as its cause, raised a row of questions about the reasons for such tension and perception of sexuality and sexual orientation in the post-Soviet societies. In order to start addressing these questions, I carried out a discourse analysis of the Latvian Parliament debates over including an anti-discriminatory norm about sexual minorities in the Labor Law. 

For a theoretical framework, I merged the model of governmentality and its particular political rationality and technologies of government, as developed by Michael Foucault and Nikolas Rose, with a set of normalization narratives, present in the post-Soviet Latvian society, that are directed towards the national past and/or the Western Europe, as proposed by a Latvian sociologist Daina Stukuls-Eglitis. Based on that, my goal was to explore how the general quest for normality with its normalization narratives was affecting the formation of attitudes towards gay people in Latvia. 

The discourse analysis of the Parliament debates has revealed a unique concoction of moral urgencies, nationalistic beliefs, liberal claims and Soviet ideology that mould the perception of same-sex relationship in the contemporary Latvian society. The issue of sexual orientation has become amidst the often clashing forces of adopting the liberal democratic norms and values, preserving ‘Latvianness’ and erasing, yet to a certain extent still embracing the inherited Soviet ideology. Being gay is openly defined as ‘abnormal’ and as a disease attributed to the ‘perverse West’, yet the actual legislation amendments are approved due to the strong aspirations towards the security and prosperity associated with the EU. 

Anna Gruszczynska

Aston University, Birmingham, UK, Ph.D. student

When the Queers Go Marching In: Politicization of Sexuality and the Lesbian and Gay Movement in Poland

In my paper, I would like to analyze the processes whereby from 2001 on, marches, pride parades and demonstrations have become the most visible and contested activity of the Polish LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) movement. From 2004 on, LGBT marches and demonstrations were attacked by right-wing protesters (March of Tolerance in Krakow in 2004 and 2006, March of Equality in Poznan in 2004) and cancelled by right-wing city authorities (Warsaw Pride in 2004 and 2005, March of Tolerance in Krakow 2005, March of Equality in Poznan 2005). I claim that the intensified activism, as well as the intense -and largely homophobic- public debate on the issue of gay and lesbian visibility can only be understood in its historical and political context - at the intersection of hopes and anxieties concerning Poland place in Europe. Furthermore, I claim that the process of politicization of sexuality in Poland is connected with the challenge that the gay and lesbian movement is posing to the model of private/public division established under communism.

The mutual interdependence and complementarity of public and private spheres has been central to the self-understanding of Western political systems. However, during communism the private sphere had been constructed as the ideology-free and a substitute for civil society, while the public domain was occupied by the omnipresent socialist state. The domestic sphere held a position of the “alternative” public sphere in which greater autonomy could be exercised, as a site of a political freedom untainted by state intervention. Nevertheless, the model of family-as replacement of public sphere is undeniably based on the traditional, heterosexual model of the family and could be instrumental in explaining why gay and lesbian activism in Poland, and in particular activism occurring within the public sphere had met with such a huge opposition from the society. 

In the post-accession landscape sexual minorities have found themselves in the position of a living symbol, as an embodiment of ideological tension in Polish politics and society.  Through public activist events, the figure of the homosexual (even though real LGBT individuals may continue to live in the closet) has moved from the margin of collective consciousness to the centre of an increasingly polarized public debate. In my analysis of that process, I will be drawing mostly on theories connected with nationalism and sexual citizenship, as well as the new social movements theories, in particular these focusing on gender and public protest. Finally, I claim that the efforts of the gay and lesbian activists could be understood as an attempt at a revision of the boundaries of public/private divide which constituted one of the building blocks of the society under communism. Therefore, gay and lesbian activists could be seen as disrupting the “sanctity” and integrity of the private sphere, as well as politicizing what previously did not even exist within the private sphere.

� See, for example, Olga Matich, Erotic Utopia: The Decadent Imagination in Russia‘s Fin de Siècle , Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2004; Jenifer Presto, 'The Fashioning of Zinaida Gippius.' Slavic and Eastern European Journal, 42:1, 1998, pp. 58-75; and Jenifer Presto, 'Reading Zinaida Gippius: Over Her Dead Body.' Slavic and East European Journal, 43:4, 1999, pp. 621-635.





� Temira Pachmuss, Zinadia Hippius: An Intellectual Profile. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1971.  For Matich’s work, see n1 above.  





� Richard Stites, The Women’s Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism, Bolshevism 1860-1930. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978; Linda Edmondson, Feminism in Russia, 1900-1917. London: Heinemann Educational, 1984.
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