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25th October, 1944 

 

Dear Comrades, 

 

It is a long time since our last circular letter was sent 

out, and since then many comrades have been sent abroad. On 

this account we naturally receive fewer letters than before, 

but we notice, on the other hand an increased seriousness in 

all of them. Reflecting these present days and the future 

struggles ahead, your letters show a more thoughtful and 

anxious trend; and this we are pleased to see. We earnestly 

ask comrades remaining in this country to do their best to 

fill our depleted ranks by the introduction of new comrades. 

 

Once again we ask you for more communications. A few of you, 

it is seen, write very regularly and often. Others (perhaps 

through increased duties) do not write so frequently. But 

always remember that anything of interest to the Movement or 

to the General Public will be gratefully received. Also, 

comrades who find time for serious reading should try to 

combine this with Research Work for the Movement, and send 

us quotations or all items of interest. Reports of meetings, 

strikes etc., that are often to be found only in local 

newspapers, and consequently overlooked, would be welcome, 

too. 

 

Many questions have been sent in by younger comrades and 

new-comers, who want to know how they can be helpful. We ask 

those who write, to write and keep on writing; and to learn 

as much about the Movement as possible. We will gladly 

supply comrades with pamphlets and back numbers of “WAR 

COMMENTARY‟” on application. 

 

One comrade writes: “My brother in Oxford sends me “WAR 

COMMENTARY” regularly, which I distribute to support those 

views I have always held.” As can be seen from letters 

quoted in the Soldiers Page of the Mid-October number, many 

comrades visit political meetings and exchange there our 

literature for the literature of the party holding the 

meeting.  We, of course, do not favour dogmatism of narrow-

mindedness, and think that all comrades ought to read our 

opponents‟ publications and compare or contrast the opinions 

and theories propagated there, with our own. By the way, 

don‟t keep “W.C.” in your pocket or under your mattress when 

you have read it. First, let your room-mates see it, and 

then contrive to lose it in some convenient spot! 

 

We suggest that Comrades be more active in visiting 

discussion groups and lectures. These are often run in the 

army by the C.P. now-a-days, or under Army “Education” 



schemes. Soldiers generally do not think much of these 

groups and lectures, and we sympathetically agree. Distrust 

and dislike of them is often justified, for many have 

experienced what amounts to a kind of persecution after 

having spoken up at such meetings. On the other hand, some 

comrades already know the great value of well-timed and apt 

questions which can frequently throw speakers into confusion 

and (though often remaining unanswered) can set long trains 

of thought in motion in the minds of the audience. 

 

Besides these legal discussion groups and compulsory lecture 

periods, another form of discussion is always developing, in 

Barrack-rooms, Tents and Nysson Huts, especially now that 

winter is approaching. These unofficial discussions amongst 

soldiers are frequently of vital importance and play a far 

greater part in “educating” the politically and socially 

“unaware” than any A.B.C.A. lecture could ever hope to 

accomplish. Our comrades should, when ever possible, attend 

and take part in those discussions. In many cases, we find 

comrades uniting with I.L.P. men and Trotskyists, to 

exchange thoughts and literature, during and after such 

meetings. Many other soldiers openly express views which are 

unconsciously Anarchist. It is the task of our comrades to 

help and develope these potential comrades. Experience will 

have taught comrades that these discussions bring a sympathy 

and unity of feeling to barrack-rooms which Authority is 

always trying to split, by every means, such as promotions 

or postings. For Solidarity frightens Authority. You should 

there fore do everything possible to establish closer 

contacts, and comrades who leave a unit should immediately 

send us names and addresses of all sympathizers in that 

unit, so that we can send them our publication list. 

 

Such discussion groups mentioned above may form the basis 

for future Soldiers‟ Councils. It is expected that an 

article will appear shortly in “W.C.” on “Soldiers and 

Workers Councils” and we hope to receive many criticisms and 

suggestions from you. One of the most important questions, 

in our opinion, is that of the action of Soldiers‟ Councils 

in a Revolutionary Situation. Whilst many comrades know the 

role played by such councils during and after the last war, 

in Russia and Germany, it would seem that only a few know of 

their vital function and mission. 

 
In connection with Discussion Groups, comrades should 

undertake to send us reports of all meetings. This would 

help us to gain fuller knowledge of the views and criticisms 

of the soldiers who take part. Grievances reflected in 

discussions would, when possible, be made public. Comrades, 

by the way, who have problems to solve or are in difficulty 

over theoretical matters, should send us short, to-the-point 

questions, which we should answer as speedily as possible. 

 



John Olday „s cartoons, according to letters received from 

comrades, are being used instead of “pin-up girls” on 

barrack room and hut walls, and have proved most effective 

media for arousing discussions, although often provoking 

interference from ignorant N.C.Os and Officers, the freedoms 

of speech and thought not being part of the army structure. 

In three units, at least, the showing of these cartoons has 

developed into a regular wall newspaper, which comrades also 

fill with cuttings from “W.C.‟s” “Through the Press” 

feature, and with their own cuttings. 

 

We have received many poems which we shall keep and make use 

of, sooner or later. Especially does the Movement need 

marching songs and “hymns”. When writing these, and other 

poems, comrades should be careful of rhythm and metro, 

unless the modernist “free verse” (unsuitable for singing, 

of course) is adopted. In any case, carry on writing, poets: 

there may be an Erich Muehsam or a Lorca in your midst. 

 

 
  ---------------------------------------------------------------- 


