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Encounter with Einstein

At 2 eriticael and very tragical time in the life of Prcofessor Einatein
I had the pléeant epportunity to meet him twice in the yeare before Hitler
came to power and immediately thereafter.

For & long time the great interest of Prof. Einstein fuj;orlﬁ peace had
caught the s _ttention of all those who efter worldwar I dedided to give thelr
utmost contribution for the prevention of a repetition of such a catastrophy.
With gratitude and sympathy they sccepted the coursgeous support of this g
great men of sclence with his warm heart for socisl justice and international

CELT-M
. In July 1932 Prof., Einstein invited me to visit him at Caputh near Berlin
in order to discuse with him the foundation of an international pesce centrum
at the Hague. Under the mensace of the inereasing revoluticnsry situation
(Hitler's brownshirts at that time already operated in Berlin snd the sur-
roundinge of the house of Prof. EinsteinlS I met him coming from hie boat-
house berefoot and with his unsepaeable pipe in his mouth.

There we came to an agreement and Prof. Einstein promised, under certain
conditions, to ask for cooperstion and support of this plan amongst hils
fpiends in Burope and Ameries, The original statement signed by Prof.Elnsteir
and the ensuing correspondence I have rescued from & house seerch during the
German occupation.

In the beginning of 1933 Prof. Einstein visited Amegica and returned to
Antwerp on 28th March where he was welcomed by the authorities of Antwerp,
several prcfessors and some representatives of the peace movement in Belgl-
um snd Hollend. Alas, the world situation had changed and Prof. Einstein was
in great sorrow and danger at that time.

As reprecentative of the Dutch peace movement I was able to welecome him
on boerd of the "Belpenland". After an enthousiastie greeiing by the Lord
Meyor of Antwerp, Camiel Huysmans, and Prof. de Gradgga.u. a reception by
the press was held in Century Hotel. Prof. BEinetein,when asked about his opi
nion on the situstion in Germany expressly, stated that he had never made an
unfriendly Geclaraticn sbout his fatherland and that he judged the situation
in iteelf as s pathologlical one.

Emphatieally he deelsred that he did not like 1o return to GCermany as
long as the freedom of expression of one's opinion and the complete protec—
tion of sll Germen citizens were not pguaranteed.

After this reception those invited were recelved by Prof, and Mre de
Groot in their picturesque ancient castle "Chanteeroy" near Antwerp(Mortsel),
where I had the opportunity to talk again with Prof. Einstein sbout our play
that by the sad circumetances was delayed. But nevertheless on the evenling
of that day I was to be witness of the nobility end the love of peace of
Prof. Einstein., In = telephone eall from Paris Prof. Einsteln was invited
to attend & meeting of protest against the Nazl regime and to address the
meeting with Ed. Herriot and cthers.

Never shall I forget how firmly Prof. Einstein refused this invitation
beecsuse he, as he said, did not like to act ageinet hie fdtherlsnd... that
fatherland that so scandalously ejected its grestest son.

Iun & letter from Le Cocqg, near Ostend, dated 4th April 1933, wemiE he
wrote me sbout his expatriation as follows: "The most recent news l1s that
the Germsne have charged me with high-tresson. I cah assure you that I have
never believed myself to be so important. Every morning I grsb my nose in
order to examine whether it is reslly I; to my setisfaction the outcome of
the test haec been positive up to now."

In thi4 remarksble letter he reassures a German friend of mine who had
fled Germeny and wrote: "The boye will not be able to keep 1t up for long,
because they work to primitively. The difficulties will eppn grow over
their hollow heads."

Alas, this "soon" tock thiriEEn twelve years of MEEXHER slaughter, ter-
roriem and devaststhon of nearly the whole world and ended with the murder
of 6 million of the people of Isra®l, that has given us such a highly gifted
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and philanthropie man as Prof. Einstein was.
We, who sre sll responsible for the fate of mankind, also understand

how mueh & men like ¥ Einstein has suffered from the fact that we men mis-
use the results of seience and the gift of the hidden power of the atom

with which God hes entrusted ais» &Y
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